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Role of the Transmission Authority

• Monitor the adequacy of the ND electrical transmission 
grid and advocate for additions as needed to effectively 
utilize North Dakota resources

• ND Transmission Authority does have bonding authority 
to build transmission in North Dakota if other interests do 
not accept the responsibility 



MISO and SPP Share North Dakota



North Dakota Generation and Transmission Map



The key message



Full Grid indicated by Market pricing at Ellendale



NDEX Tie Line MVA Flow Totals point to full grid



Pricing on the full grid is also showing more 
volatility especially negative basis
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Grid is full based on interconnect cost

• All interconnect requests in the last round for ND resulted in projects 
being cancelled due to high cost.  This affected both projects with 
MISO and with SPP interconnects













Transmission options

• Utilization of the CU line
• At least 2 entities are seeking to buy the plant and the DC transmission line

• Operate with existing units and enhancement is CO2, storage, wind, etc.

• Brings additional investment up to $2B

• Offer variety of “products” on the line

• Other entities seeking to buy the line and reserve it for themselves with wind generation 
only

• Other “private line” options outside the CCS DC line
• MISO planning map shows priorities

• MISO grid planning and tariffs
• Long wait for tariff agreement as well as line justification 





What can North Dakota do?

• Enable current generation resources through business-friendly 
environment and fair policy

• Remember that wind capacity factor will keep wind development 
coming back whenever transmission is available

• Loss of other generation resources will likely never return in kind

• Continue to be open to opportunities to build transmission to the 
west as well


